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threats to our European allies—and our mili-
tary installation in Europe—is Russia’s corner
on natural gas and oil. Putin constantly threat-
ens to use these resources as means to exer-
cise political and economic control on those
who heavily rely on Russian fuels as their pri-
mary source of energy.

It is for these reasons that | was proud to
join my friend and colleague from South Caro-
lina, Representative JOE WILSON, in shining a
light on this threat in the House Armed Serv-
ices Committee report to accompany the 2018
National Defense Authorization Act.

Just as we focus on the risk to our forward-
based troops, aircraft and ships, we must not
overlook the risk to the installations from
which they operate. The energy we rely on to
power these facilities supports our troops, their
families, and their vital mission.

As a matter of strategy, our military installa-
tions overseas require secure and reliable
sources of energy. Today in Europe—particu-
larly in Germany—our military facilities receive
furnished heat and other utilities from commer-
cial or private power stations. In many cases,
these energy facilities are fueled by German
natural gas distribution systems which are
heavily supplied with natural gas from the
Russian Federation.

Our growing exposure to Russia’s ability to
disrupt our energy supply lines is clearly seen
in our network of military installations in Ger-
many. | wish to call attention to one such facil-
ity: the U.S. Army’s future medical complex at
Rhine Ordnance Barracks, nearby Ramstein
Air Base where | was the installation com-
mander. At an authorized cost of nearly $1 bil-
lion, this vital new facility will replace the
Landstuhl Army Regional Medical Center and
serve the combat needs and family require-
ments of military personnel on three con-
tinents.

Mr. Speaker, | am gravely concerned that
our current energy supply strategy will actually
increase our exposure to harmful Russian in-
fluence over time. Under no circumstances
should we construct and operate critical mili-
tary installations overseas where the only
source of energy comes from Russia. We
must take immediate and deliberate steps to
adopt a strategy of energy resilience through
mixed-fuel diversification such that not one
single source—such as Russian Federation
gas—should serve as a primary supply of en-
ergy.

It would be financially irresponsible and stra-
tegically reckless to appropriate nearly $1 bil-
lion for a state-of-the art military medical cen-
ter to serve our troops and families overseas,
only to have the design of the new facility
compromise the very reason it exists by rely-
ing on the Russian Federation to supply nat-
ural gas as the primary fuel source. There are
local mixed-fuel energy supply options readily
available and it would be inexcusable not to
make them part of the design of this project.
This is good strategy, good economics and
just plain common sense.

We simply cannot allow ourselves to be put
in a situation where Russia has the ability to
cut off energy to our forward bases, especially
when we could have averted this tragic vulner-
ability ahead of time.

The seriousness of the Russian energy
threat to our overseas military installations is
addressed in the 2018 House Armed Services
NDAA report which directs the Secretary of
Defense to make a comprehensive evaluation
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of these risks and report his findings and rec-
ommendations. | am pleased to see my col-
leagues in the House Appropriations Com-
mittee also took up this issue with similar lan-
guage in the Military Construction Appropria-
tions and Defense Appropriations bills that
passed the House.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
House and Senate—and especially all Mem-
bers of the Armed Services and Appropria-
tions Committees—to join me in exercising ag-
gressive oversight of this real and serious
threat to our national security.

———————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JEB HENSARLING

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2017

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, | inadvert-
ently voted YES on Roll Call Vote 433 and
would like to have it reflected that | meant to
vote no.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE HOUSING
ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF 2017

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2017

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, today | am intro-
ducing alongside Rep. DENNIS Ross of Flor-
ida, the Housing Accountability Act of 2017 to
hold property owners of low-income housing
accountable for poor living conditions.

This legislation would require the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) to survey tenants living in subsidized
housing twice a year about property conditions
and management performance and create
new penalties for property owners who repeat-
edly fail the tenant surveys.

The Housing Accountability Act comes in
the wake of recent local and federal investiga-
tions that found deplorable living conditions at
several federally subsidized-housing properties
owned by Global Ministries Foundation (GMF)
in Memphis, Tennessee and Jacksonville,
Florida.

For too long, property managers like Global
Ministries have taken advantage of HUD’s lack
of effective oversight and over dependence on
often unreliable third-party property inspec-
tions, and as a result continue to force our na-
tion’s most vulnerable to live in squalor with
impunity.

This bill seeks to put an end to these mal-
practices, hold federally-subsidized property
managers to account, and provide HUD the
necessary authority and directive to ensure
that public housing units are suitable homes
for all families, children, and hardworking
Americans.

| urge my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle to support this bipartisan, bicameral leg-
islation and do right by the American public.
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RECOGNITION OF MINNESOTA
STATE CAPITOL GRAND REOPEN-
ING

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2017

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor and celebrate the grand reopening of
the Minnesota State Capitol after nearly four
years of renovation.

Designed by renowned architect Cass Gil-
bert and inspired by the 1893 Chicago World’s
Fairs White City, an Italian Renaissance city-
sized exhibit, the Minnesota State Capitol was
celebrated as one of America’s finest state
houses when it opened in 1905.

Now, after nearly 30 years of planning and
study, this great building has been reborn
through renovation, restoration, and enhance-
ments, including technological improvements.
The renovation extends the usable lifespan of
the State Capitol by at least another century.

The amount of public space has doubled to
nearly 40,000 square feet, brand new public
meeting rooms line the halls, the public will
have more access and seating in hearing
rooms, and a new information center for stu-
dents and educators will enrich school visits.
In addition, the renovation has made the State
Capitol more accessible to all Minnesotans,
especially those with disabilities.

When the State Capitol open its doors to
Minnesotans this summer, the citizens of my
home state will be able tour expanded public
spaces, marvel at restored art and craftsman-
ship, and more effectively participate in our
legislative process.

Thank you to all the workers for the hours
of planning, design, building, and polishing our
State Capitol back to its original grandeur.
Congratulations to everyone involved.

JOHN MILLER RETIRES FROM THE
UNITED STATES FOREST SERVICE

HON. PAUL COOK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2017

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the outstanding career of John Miller,
who will retire from his position as the U.S.
Forest Service Public Affairs Officer for the
San Bernardino National Forest on July 31,
2017.

My office has had the pleasure of working
with John over the past four and a half years.
On numerous occasions, John demonstrated a
willingness to go above and beyond to serve
my constituents and forest visitors. He has re-
peatedly shown his dedication to the Forest
Service’s mission and has been instrumental
in balancing multiple and sometimes com-
peting uses of the most heavily urbanized for-
est in the nation.

In addition to his work as a public affairs of-
ficer, John was the Public Information Officer
for a Federal Interagency Management Team
and served on the U.S. Forest Service Honor
Guard. John is a true professional in every
sense of the word, and | wish him the best of
luck as he embarks on a new chapter in his
life.
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IN CELEBRATION OF JAMES W.
PARISH AS 2017 AVIATION PRO-
FESSIONAL OF THE YEAR

HON. THOMAS J. ROONEY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2017

Mr. THOMAS J. ROONEY of Florida. Mr
Speaker, | rise today to celebrate the accom-
plishments of James W. Parish, executive di-
rector of the Punta Gorda Airport, who was re-
cently recognized as the 2017 Aviation Profes-
sional of the Year by the Florida Department
of Transportation.

Every year, the Florida Department of
Transportation honors one executive member
of the aviation community with the title of Avia-
tion Professional of the Year. The recipient is
selected based on the management and
logistical organization of their airport, as well
as the safety and technological advancements
that take place under their watch.

Mr. Parish earned this award because of the
impressive progress that the Punta Gorda Air-
port has made under his leadership and his
overall contributions to the Charlotte County
community. During his tenure in Punta Gorda,
Mr. Parish elevated the airport from one that
only served the general aviation community to
one that now offers commercial services and
has brought over $200 million dollars into the
local economy while serving over 1 million
customers. Under his guidance, the airport
has modernized and streamlined its safety
protocols while still maintaining a low-cost
business model.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to congratulate Mr.
Parish and thank him for all that he has done
for the Punta Gorda community. He is truly
deserving of the Aviation Professional of the
Year award, and | am honored to represent
him in Congress.

————

KATY GYMNAST WINS GOLD AT
JUNIOR OLYMPICS

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2017

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Rowan Dumond of Katy, TX, for
winning a gold medal for his floor routine at
the U.S. Men’s Junior Olympic National Cham-
pionship.

| was both Rowan'’s first gold at the Junior
Olympics and his first time competing there.
The 12-year-old competed against 800 of the
top junior gymnasts in the country. When not
training at the gym, Rowan is also a student
at Seven Lakes High School and plays per-
cussion with the band.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Rowan for winning gold at the Junior Olym-
pics. We are very proud of him and look for-
ward to his future success as a gymnast.
We’re excited to have him represent TX-22.
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CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF F. GAVINA & SONS,
INC.

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2017

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize F. Gaviha & Sons, Inc., a
coffee company located in my 40th Congres-
sional District of California, in the city of
Vernon. The company, one of America’s larg-
est family-owned coffee companies and the
nation’s largest privately held minority roaster,
celebrates their 50th anniversary in 2017.

The history of this coffee company is a story
about family. Brothers José Maria and Ramon
Gavina left their native Basque region of Spain
in 1870, in search of a better life. They settled
in the fertile mountains of southern Cuba and
planted the seeds of what would become
Gavina Coffee.

Don Francisco Gavifa was born on the fam-
ily coffee estate, Hacienda Buenos Aires. As a
boy, he worked in the fields with his own fa-
ther, watching and learning the secrets of
growing quality coffee. He spent hours upon
hours helping sow the seeds and urging the
little plants to grow.

The family left Cuba in 1959, and arrived in
Los Angeles in 1963, where they put down
roots. The family later leased a 1,100 square
foot building in Vernon and purchased a small
roaster from Bob’s Big Boy restaurant. By
June 1967, when they founded F. Gavina &
Sons, Inc., they were roasting, packing and
selling Café Gavifia Espresso.

In the beginning, they focused on producing
Cuban-style coffee, but eventually expanded
into other coffees that appealed to Middle
Eastern and Vietnamese coffee drinkers.
About 35 years later, Gavina’'s retail brand,
Don Francisco’s Coffee, had become the top
selling coffee in Southern California, behind
Folgers and Maxwell House.

The family began selling their coffee to a
small group of McDonald’s restaurants in
1983. In 2005, Gavina created a stronger
blend that resulted in a double-digit increase
in the chain’s coffee sales.

According to the Los Angeles Times, by
2010, F. Gavina & Sons, Inc. had become a
$114 million business and was roasting 40
million pounds of coffee a year. A fifth of their
revenue was coming from making and pack-
aging private label coffees for McDonald’s, 7-
Eleven, and Costco stores. Gavifa coffee
brands were being sold in 20 states, and in
stores like Ralph’s, Walmart, and Vons /
Safeway.

Don Francisco’s sons, Paco, Pedro, and
José, and his daughter, Leonor Gavina-Valls,
grew up on the plantation and learned about
coffee in the fields. Along with their own chil-
dren, they still personally select beans, cup
samples as they arrive, and oversee the spe-
cialty coffee roasting and production every
day. They do all of this so that their customers
and guests can be ensured a wonderful cup of
coffee every time, from first sip to final drop.

Today, they carry on the dream in their
240,000-square-foot eco-friendly, state-of-the-
art coffee roasting facility, just a few blocks
from their original 1,100 square foot building.
Gaviha Coffee employs more than 250 people,
and services businesses of all sizes—from
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mom and pop shops to multinational accounts.
The company offers four leading U.S. coffee
brands: Gavina Gourmet Coffee, Don Fran-
cisco’s Coffee, Café La Llave Espresso, and
José’s Gourmet Coffee.

In honor of their 50th anniversary, Gavina
Coffee created a special Anniversary Blend
which is roasted in Los Angeles and uses
beans grown on the award-winning Carmen
Estate in Panama by a third generation coffee-
growing family. The Anniversary Blend, which
entered the market on June 19, 2017, comes
in a commemorative tin with a 10-ounce bag
of ground coffee. Flavor notes in the new
blend include caramel, honey, and ripe fruit
with a chocolaty finish.

Fifty years have brought many changes to
the original company, but one thing remains
the same: Members of the Gavina family still
run the day-to-day operations of the company,
with a new generation of Gavinas poised to
continue the pursuit of a great cup of coffee.

Gavina Coffee’s 50th anniversary celebra-
tion includes: the opening of their first brick
and mortar store in downtown Los Angeles,
named Don Francisco’s Coffee, Casa Cubana;
the special anniversary blend; reaching the
goal of 100% zero-waste-to-landfill; a contin-
ued commitment to leaving a greener coffee
footprint through their Direct ImpactTM Initia-
tive, which is based on four core pillars of
dedication to farmers, sustainable sourcing,
environmental sustainability, and social stew-
ardship; continuing to donate coffee to local
shelters and missions; and continuing to sup-
port organizations such as the Komen Race
for the Cure, Avon Walk 39, Children’s Miracle
Network Hospitals (CMNH), EnrichLA and the
International Women’s Coffee Alliance.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to please
join me in raising our coffee cups to the
Gavina family and F. Gavina & Sons, Inc. as
we celebrate their 50 years of success. We
look forward to the next 50 with great anticipa-
tion.

———

TRIBUTE TO SHERRY AND NEAL
HANLEY

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Sherry
and Neal Hanley for being named the 2017
Earlham Freedom Fest King and Queen. This
award is given to a couple that gives back to
the community of Earlham.

Sherry and Neal moved to Earlham in 1976
to raise their children and had them attend
Earlham schools. Since then, the Hanley’s
have served on a number of school projects to
help bolster the community. They were on the
original Freedom Fest committee and love the
parade and how everyone comes together at
the park. Both Sherry and Neal serve with the
Earlham Lion’s Club and with Early Chapel
Christian Church. Neal is also a member of
the American Legion and served as com-
mander and chaplain.

Mr. Speaker, Sherry and Neal's hard work
embodies the lowa spirit and | am honored to
represent them and lowans like them in the
United States Congress. | ask that my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating Sherry
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